
• Disability will be in the spotlight at this year’s Eurovision Song 
Contest thanks a number of entries from broadcasters.  

 
• Finland and Poland will be the most visible. 

 
• Pertti Kurikan Nimipäivät (PKN) were equal third across the various 

juries, but garnered 36 per cent of the televote in Finland’s national 
final – ten per cent clear of their nearest rival.   

• All four members of PKN have cognitive or affective disabilities, 
including Down Syndrome or Autism Spectrum Disorder.  

• Also their entry ‘Aina Mun Pitää’ (‘Always I Have To’), a thrashing 
punk track, a genre not usually associated with Eurovision, has also 
drawn attention. 

 
• Many who live with a disability only make others aware of their 

disability when they disclose having it.  
• Someone with cystic fibrosis (CF)—like Bianca Nicholas, half of this 

year’s UK duo Electro Velvet—might not seem disabled. 
• Certainly there’s nothing obvious to that effect in the preview video 

for ‘Still in Love With You.’ 
 
• For a television audience, how an act is presented can highlight—or 

hide—a disability.  
• Poland’s representative for Vienna, Monika Kuszyńska, is 

paraplegic, something that might not be apparent to a TV audience if 
she is not using a wheelchair onstage.  

• In the preview video for “In the Name of Love” we see Monika 
looking at old photos of herself, in many of which she is standing or 
walking.  

• We don’t see Monika in a wheelchair until the last 15 seconds.  
• It is an interesting tack for the preview video: it adds a wistfulness to 

what is in some respects an otherwise unremarkable entry. 
 
• So we know that three of forty acts in Vienna have a disability.  
• 80 million citizens of the European Union also have a disability.  
• That represents 16 per cent of the population.  
• Statistically speaking, around 6 or 7 acts in Vienna should feature 

someone with a disability of some sort.  
• In many instances, unless an act discloses their disability (like 

Bianca) we simply would not know. 


